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2—) e MER NN - And you shall command. Parashas Tetzaveh is the only parashah (excluding those
in Sefer Bereishis) in which Moses’ name is not mentioned. Moses is referred to only in the second
person singular: “you.” The Vilna Gaon states that Parashas Tetzaveh does not contain Moses’ name
because this is the parashah which is most often read during the week of the seventh of Adar, which
was the day of Moses’ death. The conceptual link between the parashah and this date, however,

seems cbscure.
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illuminating the world, The lights, like a ner hanireh meirachok, a distant polestar, will tell Aaron
the story of You are a God Who conceals Himself (Is. 45:15), of a God who dwells beyond and above

genius intellect will be deflated if it should undertake to explain the unexplainable. The ner hanir'ch
meirachok tells us a story of a strange world, of unimaginable darkness.
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« Sometimes we need not search for the Holy One; we see His presence
9 in'the whole world. At other times, we must search for Him at great length.
When it is a time of favor and grace, when we can see Him in the world, He
is praised as Kadosh — the Kadosh Barukh Hu. When the Divine Presence is
not evident, when there is hester panim, we say that His glory is blessed from

His place, wherever it may be. (Festival of Freedom)
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When praying with a 121, the 7T0Y is repeated aloud by the WY e,

H—J’L?L' ol s xin roina I:ﬁ‘?? ey May He Who makes peace in His high -
7’) pl;;es, make j:e;zce for us. The Talmud (Derekh Eretz Zuta, Perek HaShalom) ex-
plains the verse upon which this phrase s based (Job 25:2) to mean that God

makes peacegc;f&;;x‘;l—le angels Gabriel and Michael. Each ang'el regre;ents
one of God’s attributes. The angel Michael represents ltefed, loving-kindness,
and hence forgiveness and compassion. The angel Gz.\bnel represents th.e op-
posite attribute: din, justice, and hence strictness, punishment and sometimes

retribution. Despite the endless divide separating these two 1'epresenlf;atg:cs1
of mutually exclusive traits, God is able to make pesce between the:m: ;
there is no dichotomy; all opposites are reconciled, 31.1 cox.:ntradlctlo'ns ;rle
resolved. In Him, thesis and antithesis merge into one; in m, there 1(s1 only
harmony and peace. After concluding the Amida anq stepping bacak:;vkzl;1 ;, :c:rz
pray that the great eschatological era will soon arrive s0 that m

i ‘ i may achieve this harmony.
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In my youth I asked my father, Reb Moshe, why the sages left so
many questions unresolved and simply ended the talmudic discus-
sion with zeku [i.e., “the question remains unresolved™]. My father
answered me by asking why there were hukim [statutes without
any apparent human rationale] in the Torah. He explained that
God wished to teach us that not every event and happening can be
comprehended by the limited mortal mind. Just as the Torah
remains our eternal document even with the hukim, similarly a Jew
must continue his eternal march before the Almighty even though
at times he does not comprehend the events that transpire around
him. Likewise, my father held that the rabbis instituted the con-
cept of teku so that a Jew would understand that his faith must
remain complete even when there are unresolved questions and
events in his life.
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